concert music

Canons
for Brass Quintet

peter gilbert



Canons
for Brass Quintet

1. Bells (1:30)
I1. Imitations (2:00)
I1I. Canons (2:30)

Notes to the Performers:

e In the first movement, the == accent indicates a breath accent that should have a lunging
quality to it—a quick, hard push of air.

* The dynamic n is for nente or nothing. Itis always used at the end of decrescendo (fading to
nothing) or the beginning of crescendo (coming in from nothing).

Program Note:

Musical canons are relatively straight-forward layerings of some material with copies of
itself. They have fascinated composers forever—probably because they deal help amass
richness while maintaining a limited and focused set of recognizable elements.

In this set of three miniatures, the first takes as it’s inspiration the simplest of all canons: the
echo. While some of the bells to which title alludes are fairly obvious, the juxtaposed
tritones, which I also think of as bell-like, belong to the operatic world of Mussorgsky. The
“canons” in the second movement are actually more akin to renaissance points of imitation,
creating along, slow arch and closing with a quiet reminiscence of the first movement.

The Final movement uses a variety of relatively strict canons. The leading voice leaves gaps
to be filled in by the canonic response, creating a rhythmic groove. Othervoices play the
canons inverted (turned upside down), augmented (slowed down) or transposed (moved to
a different starting pitch) or all of the above.
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